V Contemporary Personalities
legal world of London by storm almost before the general public had realised his identity.
I can speak of his work as Solicitor-General with • a great deal of knowledge;   for nearly three years I  was,   as   Attorney-General,   his  senior   colleague.        '"*" It used to be said that " there are no secrets like those between a horse and his rider."    It is equally true ~ that there is little possibility as between two Law    -Officers  of one  over-valuing  or  under-valuing  the other.    Every day brings its problems, which must on that day be discussed and pronounced upon in consultation.    The   argument   must   always   be   insistent   and   closely pressed.    Our   period   of  office was particularly arduous, not only by reason of the         r^ immense burden of prize work, but also by reason of the fact that the Common Law was largely replaced by many volumes of emergency legislation, with which it was necessary that the Law Officers          **
should be intimately acquainted. In these trying / years Hewart's loyalty and friendship were as remarkable as his capacity and industry. I have, in fact (though it sounds egotistic to say so), never worked intimately with anyone whose mind marched more close]y with my own upon the subjects which engaged them both.
I had not much opportunity of judging of his work in Parliament. Indeed, in the House of Commons the position of Law Officer is an unenviable one; and that of the Solicitor-General particularly unenviable. For whenever a Minister—even an Under- * Secretary—thinks that there is any credit to be gained by a Parliamentary effort, he reserves it for himself. But whenever there is a point in any Bill          T
which  he   does   not   understand,   and  could  never
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